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How high do butterflies fly?

On sunny, warm days, when the snow
elts and vegetation starts to grow, butter-
lies are plentiful in the San Juan Mountains.
ind thern in canyons, on shrubby hillsides
nd in flowerfiled meadows below and
ibove timberline. Most often seen on flowers
ind on damp ground at the edges of creeks
nd ponds, | 16 different species of butterflies
occur in the San Juans above 9,000 feet. Of
these, all but |3
iy  species
(which are sea-
onal  visitors)
tnend their
ntire [ives in the
San Juans. For
filost of these,
linter is spent
%a larva or a
oupa, generally
Inder stones or
iher  ground
fover. The few
iecies that
fiibernate
ifrough the winter as adults are the first
iecies to be seen in the spring (Mourning
{oak and Milbert's Tortoiseshell).

| Many of our butterflies thrive in specialized
iibitats above timberline. The cycle, from egg
0 larva to pupa to adult, generally occurs
iearly, although a few species have two
generations each season. Some fly only early
0 the spring, but most species in the San
lens are active as adults in July and August. A
W species require two years to complete
grelopment and only fly every other year
ile Grizzled Skipper only flies in odd-
fumbered years in Colorado). As larvae
[Giterpillars), butterflies feed on the leaves
e flowers of local trees, shrubs and grasses.
lo identify butterflies, obtain a copy of
Bliterflies of the Rocky Mountain States by
LD, Ferris & F M. Brown. 198|. Oklahoma;
Ukahoma Univ. Press or National Audubon
liciety Field Guide to North American
Biterflies by R. M. Pyle. 1981 & 1995. New
brk: Chanticleer Press, Inc.
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iz highly touted potency pill Viagra may have a side
fect not mentioned on the label—an environmental
e. The magic pill is cheaper, more effective and eas-
o to procure than the Asian “potency potions”
lrived from bear gall, tiger penis, rhino horn and
ither endangered species. Once Viagra is readily avail-

"k in Asian countries, there may be a noticeable
iop in animal poaching for the black market.

The following resident species spend their entire
life cycles in the San Juans: from egg, caterpillar,
chrysalis (pupae), to final flight as a butterfly.

In the family Hesperiidae-Skippers (9,000 to
13,500 feetr:): Mexican Cloudywing; Dreamy,
Telemachus, Pacuvius and Persius Duskywing;
Xanthus, Checkered, Garita, Colorado, Nevada,
Draco, Sonora, Woodland, Taxiles, Snow’s and Dun
Skipper. In the family Papilionidae-Swallowtails and
Parnassians (9,000 to 13,000 feet): San Juan
Parnassian; Anise, Western Tiger, Two-tailed and Pale
Swallowtail. The Pieridae-VWhite
and Sulphur-family (9,000 to
13,000 feet): Cabbage Butterfly;
Tailed, Ruddy,Veined, Blue, Pine,
Checkered, Becker’s and Spring
White; Orange, Clouded,
Alexandra’s and Scudder’s
Sulphur; Large Marble and Sara
Orange Tip. The family
Lycaenidae, which includes
Coppers, Hairstreaks and Blues
(9,000 to 13,000 feet): Tailed,
Ruddy, Blue, Purplish and
Nivalis Copper; Colorado,
Coral, Behr’s, California,
Banded, Striped, Bramble,
Sheridan’s, Gray and Thicket
Hairstreal; Marine, Reakirt's,
Western Tailed, Spring Azure, Central, Spalding’s, Silvery,
Arrowhead, Northern, Melissa, Greenish, Boisduval’s and
Lutz's Blue. The largest local family, Nymphalidae-brush-
footed butterflies(9,000 to 13,500 feet): Carpenter’s,
Aphrodite, Nokomis, Callippe, Atlantis, Hesperis, Mormon,
Silver-bordered and Freija’s Fritillary; Arachne, Gorgone,
Nycteis, Pale, Variable and Edith’s Checkerspot; Northern
and Field Crescent; Satyr and Zephyr Anglewing; Riding’s
Satyr; Green Comma; Mourning Cloak; Weide-meyer's
Admiral; Ochre Ringlet; Small Wood Nymph; Theano and
Common Alpine; Chryxus and Uhler’s Arctic.

A few species, incredibly, spend all of their life cycles
between 12,000 and 14,000 feet: Grizzled Skipper, Mead’s
Sulphur, Snow's Copper, Shasta Blue, Rockslide
Checkerspot, Chariclea Fritillary, Colorado Alpine, White-
Veined Arctic, Melissa Arctic and Magdalena Alpine.Although
found at 9,000 feet, the Western White, Arctic Blue and
Milbert’s Tortoiseshell are sometimes encountered at
14000 feet. The sovereign of high-altitude living is the
endangered Uncompahgre Fritillary, which lives entirely
between 13,000 and 14, 000 feet.

Present only in summer, there are some stray species—
generally inhabitants of lower, more arid elevations—that
cannot reproduce in the San Juans.When above 9,000 feet
you'll encounter Dog Face; Cloudless, Mexican and Dainty
Sulphur; Variegated Fritillary; Red Admiral; American Lady;
West Coast Lady; Monarch; and the high-flying (to 14,000
feet) Painted Lady.

There are more than 555,000 abandoned mine sites
nationwide, with total cleanup cost ranging from
$32.7 billion to $71.5 billion. The remediation on the
Idarado Mines holdings at the east end of the Telluride
valley floor and in Tomboy Basin cost the company
just short of $12 million.

Facts gleaned from Jim Prendergast, 1998; Clementine, The
Journal of Responsible Mineral Development, Autumn,
1997; Rick River of the Idarado Mining Company, 19%9.
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